“Tried and True”

Topic: Sheep Feeders

One board member is very satisfied with feeders she has made herself. She used plans from Premier Sheep Supplies that they sent her for free. (You can also download the plans for free from their web site.) The plan utilizes metal panels from Premier, but all other materials are bought locally from lumber or supply stores. She believes they are wonderful. You can make them one or two sided. This board member chose the single sided. She finds there is no waste with feeding hay.

Another board member used big crates that combine augers come packed in. The wood is heavy duty and 18 feet long. He used 2 X 4’s to make two legs for the end, two for the middle and two for the other end. It then becomes “a hay feeder made by John Deere.”

That same board member uses old hog farrowing crates for feeding with big round bales. He takes two of the farrowing crates and puts them on each side of a bale and use with chain to roll them together. 

Another board member makes his own with 2 X 6’s and 2X4’s made so that he can dump the hay straight down from the loft. It is made so that the the sheep can just get their heads in and stay there while eating so that they can’t take hay out and waste. For lamb creep feeding he also uses areas used before as a dairy milking. He closes the head gates so that the lambs can just get their heads in. He uses manufactured steel grain feeders. For lambs he uses a couple A-frame wooden feeders which he made himself. He uses these for lambs because he has yet to find the poly tubs in manufactured feeders that are shallow enough for lambs. 

Another board member uses the same feeders for lambs and ewes. He uses the Ketcham’s combination hay and grain feeders. They are painted with a red enamel on top with a galvanized bottom. He likes that the legs are adjustable for height. With the Southdowns he raises, the lambs are as big as ewes at weaning. The top part of the feeder is solid so it keeps the hay off the back of their necks. This member likes metal feeders because it cuts down on disease. Bacteria is spread by wood splinters and metal is easier to clean. 
It’s also an important key factor to feed outside. The barn stays dryer and exposes the feeders to the elements. Sunlight is an amazing disinfectant as is the extremes in cold. This member uses homemade feeders in the creep area because he couldn’t find creep feeders that suited him. He now has made six copies of a design of a creep feeder that is five feet long by five feet wide. One side is a solid self-feeder which holds 75 pounds of feed. It flows freely. By the time they are ready to wean he is feeding 75 pounds a day. The other side of the feeder is slatted so as to put alfalfa hay in it. You can get the lambs feeding on that before they will take to the grain. For mineral he uses old plastic elevator cups bolted to the fence inside the barn. Outside he uses the wind rotated feeders manufactured by Ketcham’s which cuts down on mineral waste. For portability this member also likes the Townsend, heavier gauge round steel  with a poly tub that you can flip out and clean. You can feed 13 head of sheep out of those. (Sydell also offers something similar.) 
If you do use wooden feeders you can get five-sided Pierpont wood feeders from Mid States which are very portable and you can roll them around and bring them to ewes for flushing without having to bring them into the barn. They will feed ten head. One disadvantage with the smaller, portable feeders is that the sheep will knock them over, knock them apart, or even push them into an electric fence.

One member uses hog feeding equipment from a hog farmer going out of business. This must be disinfected well or sheep will not come to it. 

To clean wooden or metal equipment use Nolvasan brand disinfectant available at Farm and Fleet. 

The most common disease spread by wooden feeders, splinters, etc., is caseous lymphadenitis or CLA, which produces abscesses of the lymph nodes and, less frequently, the internal organs. It is a virulent disease. The bacteria remain viable in wood and soil for long periods.  If the shearer has a rug  or plywood he uses on other premises and brings it to yours, or if he does not disinfect his equipment regularly, he can spread this disease from one flock to another, or within your own flock. It is also easily spread with wood feeders and fences as the sheep rub on them and break abscesses. Also sore mouth and over eating disease can be more easily spread through wood fences and feeders. 

Helpful Contacts:

Ketcham’s in Edwardsville, Illinois

618-656-5388

www.ketchamsheepequipment.com
Premier One Supplies

Washington, Iowa

1-800-282-6631

www.premier1supplies.com
Sydell

Burbank, South Dakota

1-800-842-1369

www.sydell.com
Mid-States Wool Growers Association

Winchester, Ohio

1-800-841-9665

www.midstateswoolgrowers.com
Townsend Equipment

1-866-736-4047

www.townsendequipment.com
