“Tried and True”

Topic: Worming

Among members of the board there was a great variety of experiences of and plans for worming. Varying operations can call for varying approaches.

One board member, who shows and sells registered stock worms lambs every four weeks and ewes every four to six weeks through the summer and until frost, rotating Ivermec and Safeguard, then begins again at the start of the last trimester of gestation. The following year he rotates Valbazen and Cydectin.

Valbazen should not be used on pregnant ewes. 

Ways of reducing the need for worming would be a good rotation of pasture and/or feeding in a feedlot. An inspection of the flock can reveal the need to worm. Look for healthy pink in the gums to show that worms are not causing anemia. Stomach worms such as haemonchus contortus are blood suckers that cause anemia. Look for bottle jaw. Keep good track of weight of animals, using a good sling or even putting lambs in a garbage can on a scale for getting a weight.

Annual fecal samples are also a good idea to check your progress in control. Take samplings to your local vet for egg counts. A good time for this is two weeks after deworming in the summer.

Mark Johnson shared a number of web sites that offer good information on worming and other flock health issues:

http://www.sheepandgoat.com/ 

Maryland sheep and goat page. This is the best and most comprehensive site for sheep and goat info. 

http://www.mylamb.org/ 

great kids site, 4-H and youth oriented, good forum for questions 

http://www.breedersworld.com/ 

Most popular show sheep web site 

http://edje.com/directory/index.php?type=Sheep 

Club lamb page. Good resource for breeders of show lambs and supplies, see also breeding sheep page.
