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What are the Ag in the Classroom Presentations?
Each year the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offers agriculture-focused lessons to 1st through 4th grade classrooms in schools across the county.  Lessons are designed to:

· Help children understand the role of agriculture in providing our food, clothing, and many everyday products.
· Provide an opportunity for students to learn from those directly involved in the ag industry, especially farmers and agribusiness men & women.
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Involve students in hands-on, minds-on activities to enhance understanding of key concepts.

· Be age-appropriate and easily integrated into the classroom curriculum.

· Correlate with the Illinois Learning Standards and Benchmarks.
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How do I bring an Ag in the Classroom presentation to my classroom?
Presentations will be offered in DeKalb County classrooms during the month of February.  To request a lesson, download the request form provided at www.dekalbfarmbureau.org.  Complete the form electronically and submit by clicking the “Submit via e-mail” button at the bottom of the page. You may also print the form and fax to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau at (815) 756-3961.  Forms will be accepted until January 8, 2010.

How do I find out when the presentation will take place in my classroom?

A list of teachers who have requested lessons will be sent to prospective volunteers immediately after the Jan. 8 sign-up deadline. Once a volunteer has been matched with your classroom, he or she will receive a copy of your request form and contact you directly to confirm the day and time of your lesson.

Does signing up guarantee that a volunteer will visit my classroom?

We will do our best to match volunteers with classrooms that have requested lessons by January 8.  However, due to popularity of the program (over 150 classrooms request presentations each year) it can be difficult to match volunteers to every class.  In the event we cannot visit some classrooms, we will provide lesson plans and materials for the teacher to implement the lesson if desired.


What does each Ag in the Classroom presentation cover?
First Grade – “More Than A Seed”
Students will explore what plants need to grow and make a connection between farm crops and everyday items.  They will plant corn and soybean seeds as they learn of the many uses of each crop.
Second Grade – “From Cow to Ice Cream”
Students will explore dairy farming and the nutritional benefits of dairy products.  They will learn about milk production and may make and eat their own ice cream during the lesson.
Third Grade – “It's An Earful”
Students will make a connection between agriculture and science.  They will learn about the multitude of products made from corn as they construct their own corn stalks.
Fourth Grade – “Let's Play Ball”
Students will make the connection between agriculture and their daily lives.  This lesson links baseball to agriculture as children match game-related items with their farm origins and play a "baseball game."
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For more information on the Ag in the Classroom presentations, contact Rhodora Collins at (815) 756-6361 or rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org.








