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Vocabulary

From Cow to Ice Cream – Ag in the Classroom presentation

agriculture – the science of growing crops and raising livestock to produce food, clothing, and other products useful and necessary to mankind

alfalfa – flowering plant in the pea family that is grown to make hay

bulk tank – large storage tank on a dairy farm in which milk is cooled and stored until it is picked up by a milk truck

bull – a male beef or dairy animal used for breeding

calf – a young beef or dairy animal under one year of age
cattle – term used to refer to more than one beef or dairy animal; sometimes a group of cattle are casually referred to as “cows” even if they are not all female.
cow – a female beef or dairy animal that has had one or more calves

cream – part of cow’s milk containing butterfat

dairy farm – a place where dairy cows are raised for milk

farmer – a person who earns a living by growing crops and/or raising livestock

graze – to feed on grass and other plants; cattle graze in a pasture

hay – alfalfa and grasses which are cut, dried, then baled and fed to animals

heifer – a female dairy animal that has not had a calf
herd – a group of cattle
ingredient – something that is part of a mixture; for example, flour is an ingredient in cookies
livestock – farm animals raised to produce food such as milk or meat

loafing barn – building in which cows eat and relax between milkings; protects animals from the weather
milking – time during which cows are milked; usually two or three times a day

milking machine – machine designed to be attached to a cow to gently suction milk from her udder

milking parlor – area of a building that is set up so that several cows can be milked at once
pasture – area of land on which cattle or other livestock may graze

ration – scientifically balanced blend of grain, silage, and nutrients used to feed animals such as cattle

silage – plants such as corn that are harvested when green, chopped, and stored in a silo

straw – dried stalks of plants such as wheat or oats which are cut, dried, and baled for use as animal bedding

udder – the milk-producing organ of female cattle; hangs between a cow’s rear legs
vanilla – flavoring derived from pods of the vanilla plant; grown in hot, humid regions, especially Madagascar
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